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July 2018 Fresno Dixieland Society 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: by Linda 

Hello everyone and I hope your summer is going well.  Our 
June dance was a definite success.  Everyone loved our 
new venue  the American Legion Hall 509.  Lots of new 
people attended.   

Our next dance will be on Sunday, August 12th.  The 
theme will be HOT AUGUST NIGHTS.  Summer casual 
wear including Hawaiian and Tropical shirts and dresses 
are a must.  We are also having a pot luck so you can 
bring your favorite summer snack to share with our mem-
bers and guests.  

Our guest artist will be John Pemberton who will be playing 
a variety of music.  He comes highly recommended by a 
number of you who requested we bring him for a monthly 
dance.  (See Sunday Dance Page for a little more info.) 

On a sad note, we lost a beloved board member.  Wilma 
Barber.  Wilma is a long time member Fresno Dixieland 
Society and Central California Big Band  Dance Society.  
She was a very active member and was head of member-
ship and was also my Vice-president for 6 years.  Wilma 
had been fighting thyroid and lung cancer for A few years.  
She fought hard until the last few days.  A week prior to 
passing, she was driving her vehicle , wearing high heels 
and dancing.  Wilma will be missed by so many people.  
She was the most lovable woman I have ever met.  Her 
daughter, Sherrie, will be giving her wonderful  mother a 
“Celebration of Life” in September, honoring her mother on 
her birthday, which was Wilma’s wish.  More details to 
come on place, time, etc.  Wilma always was a go-getter.  
A little fire cracker.  Ready to help where ever needed. 
Decorations before a dance was one of Wilma’s favorite 
things to do (other than DANCE and a little scotch with 
lunch).  She wanted me to tell everyone that she loved 
being a part of the clubs. You were her “other” family.  She 
also wanted me to tell everyone, “Don’t be sad...be happy.  
I had a wonderful life.”  Wilma joined the other angels in 
the sky on June 30

th
 while at home with her daughter and 

family at her side.  She will be missed by many.  A truly 
remarkable woman. 
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"Laissez le bon temps rouler...Let the good times roll" 

 

Street and Lenox Avenue right in the Heart of Harlem.  
He opened an intimate supper club he named the 
Club Deluxe. Owney Madden, a prominent bootlegger 
and gangster, took over the club after his release from 
Sing Sing Prison in 1923 and changed its name to the 
Cotton Club.  The two arranged a deal that allowed 
Johnson to remain the club’s manager.  Madden used 
the Cotton Club as an outlet to sell his #1 beer to the 
prohibition crowd.  When the club closed briefly in 
1925 for selling liquor, it soon reopened without inter-
ference from the police.

  
 

In 1920, heavyweight boxing champion Jack Johnson rent-
ed the upper floor of the building on the corner of 142nd 

THE COTTON CLUB 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owney_Madden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rum-runner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gangster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sing_Sing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Johnson_(boxer)
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Membership 

Thank you to all new members that have joined  
in the last year.  We would like to thank members 
that have renewed their membership,and new 
members that have joined our club. Our new 
members are; John & Linda Shorb , Mary Rocha, 
Carol Gentsch, Paul Rosenberg, Bob Purcott, Mary 
Catherine Doi, Dale & Carol Cross, Susan Hurley, 
Annavee Beshear, Chris Pluhar, Wilfred & Ginger 
Hoelscher, Betty Weaver, John & Betty Reenalda.   
We welcome them to our club.  Refer your friends 
and encourage friends and family to join.  Come 
one, come all….join our wonderful society.  Bring 
your friends.  The more the merrier is definitely 
true of our Fresno Dixieland Society.  Come Join 
The Fun! 

West Texas Western Swing Festival, SnyderTX 

In June, we traveled to Snyder Texas to attend the West Texas Western Swing Festival.  
Wyn and Wayne flew from Canada, Judy and Nancy from Washington and Arizona and 
last but not least, yours truly Alfredo and Linda.  We flew in and met up in Lubbock, Tex-
as.  We then all loaded into a van for the hour and a half drive to Snyder, Texas.  Just 
before we drove out of town, we stopped across from the Buddy Holly Museum and had 
a home cooked meal at the Cast Iron Grill.  A more content group of friendly travelers 
would have been hard to find. 

We arrived safely and in plenty of time to for the Wednesday evening fund-raiser of Burg-
er and Beans Supper followed by a Jam Session at the Snyder Coliseum.  The Jam Ses-
sion was from 7-9 pm, just enough to burn off a few calories dancing.   

On Thursday, there is a 9am Jam Session for anyone who wants to join in with their in-
strument or voice.  Each session is 1hr 15min with 15 minutes between sets.  There is 
only one very large venue so once you place your seat down, that is where you will be 
for the rest of the festival.  The dance floor is large as everything in Texas seems to be.   

Music starts at 12 noon.  The bands on Thursday were:  Larry Lange & Lone Star Trou-
badours, Rance Norton and the Cadillac Cowboys andJeff Woolsey & the Dance Hall 
Kings.  Each play a 75 minute session and then we break for dinner from 4:15 to 6:30 
during which time there is no performances.  This gave us a chance to have dinner with 
new and old friends and even take a quick look around Snyder.  After dinner, the evening 
(continued on page ) 
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FDS Spoonsored Jazz Camp Students  2018 

Lauren Parisi 
 
Lauren Parisi is a senior at Hallmark Charter School. She has 
been playing the trombone for five years and plays the lead trom-
bone in both the Big Band and Jazz Combo. The combo performs 
several songs Lauren composed, and many audiences have been 
wowed by the imagination and style in these works. Lauren plans 
to continue with her passion in music as she moves on from high 
school. 

Students Jessica Velasquez & Joel Maresh, featured last month,  will also attend Band Camp  

Monique Munguia 
.  
Monique Munguia graduated this year Hallmark Charter School 
and has played saxophone for five years. She is passionate 
about music and has found herself to be especially interested in 
jazz. Over the years, she has taken multiple jazz classes includ-
ing big band, combo band, and jazz theory. In her gigs with the 
jazz bands, Monique regularly takes the collective breath of her 
audience away with her fireworks on the tenor sax and her heart-
felt moments in her improvisations. She plans to attend La Sierra 
University this fall, and looks forward to extending her knowledge 
and understanding of music even further. 

Teagarden Jazz Camp sponsored  by SACJEF 

Sacramento Jazz Education Foundation (SACJEF)is the new name of the former Sacramento 
Traditional Jazz Society Foundation. The foundation is also introducing a new logo and web ad-
dress:  Sac Jazz Education Foundation.   Every year, Fresno Dixieland Society sponsors young stu-
dents to the Teagarden Jazz Camp held in Sacramento.  Traditional jazz is contagious – its rhythms, 
melodic swirls and distinctive solos energize everyone who listens. It’s only natural for musicians 
and their fans to share great jazz with their children and grandchildren, and encourage upcoming 
generations to play “trad jazz” themselves. That in a nutshell is the mission of the Sacramento Jazz 
Education Foundation:  to support young musicians as they learn to master traditional jazz. 
Not only will they enjoy the music themselves, one day, they will pass the upbeat sounds of Ameri-
ca’s original art form to future generations.  SACJEF will endeavor to collaboratively work with other 
local, regional and national jazz educational organizations to promote the history and appreciation of 
America’s true original art form. 

https://www.sacjef.org/
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DRAWING WINNERS FROM JUNE DANCE 

  
ITEM      WINNER   DONATED BY 

$25 CASH   DONNA HUGHES                  RON DuBOIS 

CD- OF CHOICE   MIKE SMITH  

PEACH PIE   JEAN GARDNER   BARBARA CARDOZA 

CD-OF CHOICE   JOHN SHORB 

$25 CASH   GENE RILEY   JOHN CRAWFORD 

SEE’S CANDY   JIMMIE PARKER   LINDA SHIPPMAN 

CD-OF CHOICE   HAZEL GARCIA    

TIE-MUSIC THEME  CAROL GENTSCH                 LINDA SHIPPMAN 

CHERRY PIE   DENEE OATMAN                 BARBARA CARDOZA 

$25 CASH   LINDA SHORB                 WILMA BARBER   

Updated Membership News:  
 

Reminder:  We have changed the membership dues to accommodate the “YEAR” schedules.  We will now 
continue to have a yearly membership.  January to January.  With your membership dues, you will continue 
to have your  discount for the 4 dances we currently hold throughout the year.  You will get access to our 
newsletter via email and available on our website.  You will also get a $20.00 discount towards the pur-
chase of your “Sounds of Mardi Gras” festival "ALL EVENT BADGE” …(Our festival is held each year on the 
second weekend of February). 2019 will be February 8-9-10-11.  We hope that our membership will contin-
ue to grow to support our monthly dances.  It is our dream to have enough members to add to our current 
4 dances.  Please pass the word on these great savings to your friends and relatives.  Thank you.                                     

     FDS Membership Committee 

CHANGING WORLD…..for better or worse 
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Sunday Dances 2018 

FDS Sunday Dances 

by John Crawford 

We opened our Sunday Dance Season on June 10th with our first dance at American Legion Hall 509.  It 
was a surprising success considering it was our first dance of 2018 and at a brand new location.   

The music was great considering that a few days before the event, our friend and band leader of Blue  
Street Jazz Band, Forrest Helmick, lost his wife to illness.  But, like the trooper he is, he made arrange-
ment for members of the Yosemite Jazz band to fill in for him.   Having not played together as a band, 
both groups performed  exceptionally well.   All of our hearts go out to Forrest Helmick for the loss of 
his long time friend and wife, Patrice Yakovetic-Helmick.  She is missed.   

It was an interesting day, in that many of our Dixieland regulars were attending a memorial service 
across the hall in the West Room.  This did cause some confusion, as to who was where.  To avoid 
confusion in the future, we wiil begin using  wrist bands for our attendees.   

Our next dance will be held on August 12th in the West room of American Legion 509.  We at Fresno 
Dixieland have heard you request to mix up the music we provide for the dances.  The August dance  
music will be provided by John Pemberton.  He will also have some Dixieland music as part of his per-
formance.  At 12:30 noon, we will be providing free East coast swing lessons.   This is scheduled to 
happen prior to each dance.   

We at Fresno Dixieland Society  are looking for our attendees  to have a great time at our functions.  If 
you have any suggestions to improve our dances, please contact John Crawford at 559-779-2484, or 
email @  crawfordxx@yahoo.com.  Remember, if you haven’t renewed your member, please do so.  
Memberships run from July 1st to Jun 30th of the following year.  Single memberships are $30.  A mem-
bership saves you $5 on admission to each of the dances. 

John Pemberton 

I am very honored to be a part of your 
upcoming Sunday Dance on August 12. 
I have been playing and performing 
since I was 3yrs old with many genres 
of music, but, this is my first Dixieland 
experience. I have done some research 
into Dixieland music and chosen some 
to incorporate into my regular playlist of 
Country Music and 50's Rock n Roll. I 
hope that you will enjoy the afternoon 
with me. 

mailto:crawfordxx@yahoo.com
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Western Swing Festival cont  

music and dancing start back up at 6:30 pm.  The lineup for the evening performance is the same groups in 
the same order as in the afternoon.  Music and dancing finish up at 11pm.  A bit of a long day but well worth it. 

On Friday, music starts again at 12 noon.  The bands included: The Rocky King Band,  Bobby Flores and The 
Yellow Rose Band and Jody Nix & The Texas Cowboys.  Saturday was another great lineup with:  Landon 
Dodd & The Dancehall Drifters, Billy Mata & Texas Tradition and Jake Hooker & The Outsiders.   

I think it was both Friday and Satuday after the dancing that we went and had margarita’s and home made ice 
cream made by our good friends Jeff and Sharon.  I (Alfredo) never drink but Jeff’s margarita was to say the 
least, delicious.  Makes you a little wobbly when you are trying to get ready for bed. 

Sunday there is no music or dancing in this part of the Bible Belt.  We all loaded up into our van and returned 
to Lubbock where we all boarded our respective flights and went home.  This turned out to be one of the best 
festivals we have attended.  The festival seems to draw the same nice and friendly people that we so enjoy at 
our Trad Festivals.  Already the group is planning on returning next year but also attending another festival in 
Wichita Falls, Texas.   
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The Cotton Club continued from page 1 

Herman Stark then became the stage manager. Harlem producer Leonard Harper directed the first two of three opening night floor-
shows at the new venue. 

Cab Calloway's orchestra brought its "Brown Sugar" revue to the club in 1930, replacing Ellington's orchestra after its departure in 
1931. Jimmie Lunceford's band replaced Calloway's in 1934. Ellington, Calloway, and Louis Armstrong returned to perform at the 
club in later years. Lena Horne (Leona Laviscount) began at the Cotton Club as a chorus girl at the age of sixteen, and sang "Sweeter 
than Sweet" with Calloway. Dorothy Dandridge performed at the club while part of the Dandridge Sisters, and Coleman Hawkins 
and Don Redman played at the club as part of Henderson's band. Tap dancers Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Sammy Davis Jr. (as part of 
the Will Mastin Trio), and the Nicholas Brothers performed at the club as well. 

 
The Cotton Club closed permanently in 1940 under pressure from higher rents, changing taste, and a federal investigation into tax 
evasion by Manhattan nightclub owners. The Latin Quarter nightclub opened in its space and the building was torn down in 1989 to 
build a hotel. The Broadway Cotton Club successfully blended the old and new; the site was new and the décor was slightly differ-
ent, but once a customer was seated it felt like a familiar place. 

In Memoriam 
Dick Douty:  One of the Original Founders of Fresno Dixieland Society  

A very good friend of Sequoia Brewing Company and amazing musician of Jazz passed away in 

May.  Dick Douty was one of the “Wednesday Lunch Eaters” at Sequoia Tower for the past 17 years.  

The “Eaters” were Art Drollette, Dick Douty, Ron DuBois, Lou Beck, Ken Keough and Earl Neal.  Dick 

would play in the Jazz Band every year for Art Drollet’s Birthday Parties at the Champlain location in 

August.  He also played all around town as well.  He loved jazz and Mardi Gras.  They have all 

passed except Ron DuBois who still comes and has lunch every Wednesday to carry on the tradition.  

Dick is very much missed on Wednesdays as well as all of them.  We are grateful to still have our 

frined Ron with us every Wednesday.  Cheers to you Dick Douty.   

Your Friends at Sequoia Brewing Company.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Harper_(producer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cab_Calloway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmie_Lunceford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lena_Horne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Dandridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dandridge_Sisters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman_Hawkins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Redman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Robinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sammy_Davis_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_Mastin_Trio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Brothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax_evasion_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax_evasion_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_Quarter_(nightclub)
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If you are receiving this Newsletter by USPS 

mail, PLEASE provide us with an eMail    

address so that you can receive this elec-

tronically and help us save money.  To con-

tinue receiving this Newsletter by USPS 

mail, please send us 4 stamped, self-

addressed legal envelopes to the above PO 

Box.                            THANK YOU 

PO Box 16399 
Fresno, CA 93755 
 

www.fresnodixie.com 
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